This article examines the border-crossing journalism of the Negro Digest, a leading African American periodical, published from 1942-1951. The first title produced by the Johnson Publishing Company, the Digest had an international focus that connected Jim Crow to racial oppression around the world. However, while the magazine challenged racial oppression on a local and global level, its patriotic tone and faith in American democracy occasionally restricted its global analysis of racism. Ultimately, the internationalism of the Negro Digest was quintessentially American -wedded to the exceptional status of American Freedom and an overriding belief that the U.S. could change the world for the better.
Introduction
In the aftermath of World War II, as nations debated the state of international politics, the African American writer and anthropologist Zora Neale Hurston published 'Crazy for this Democracy'. This short four-page article offered a damning indictment of U.S.
foreign policy, focusing in on America's relationship with the colonial powers of Europe. Full of her acerbic wit, Hurston used the piece to try and pin down what democracy meant for her as a black American in the post-war world. " Since 1937 nobody has talked about anything else", she noted, adding: "All I want to do is to get hold of a sample of the thing, and I declare, I sure will try it. I don't know for myself, but I have been told that it is really wonderful."
Hurston was scathing of the recently deceased Roosevelt, and what she saw as his failure to guarantee the principles that had been set out in both his 'Four Freedoms' address and the Atlantic Charter. Referencing the President's famous December 1940 'Arsenal for Democracy' speech, she asked, "Did F.D.R., aristocrat form Groton and Harvard, using the British language say "arse-and-all" of Democracy when I thought he said plain arsenal?" Extending her gaze beyond the borders of the United States, to the Indian Ocean and to movements for colonial independence throughout Asia, she added: "That must be what he said, for from what is happening over on that other, unmentioned ocean, we look like the Ass-and-All of Democracy."
1 Linking Jim Crow to colonialism, Hurston condemned the U.S. for behaving like an imperial power, commenting: "Have we not noticed that not one word has been uttered about the freedom of the Africans?…The Ass-and-All of Democracy has shouldered the load of subjugating the dark world completely." 2 1 Zora Neale Hurston, "Crazy for this Democracy," Negro Digest. Dec, 1945, 45. 2 Ibid. and 1940s as a "diaspora moment" for the African American press, a period when black journalists -concerned with the struggle for democracy and the consequences this would have for colonized peoples -persistently connected the struggle against Jim Crow with the global opposition to colonial rule. 6 However, while the Negro Digest did print decisive criticisms of American racism, and provided extensive coverage of global racial politics, it doesn't neatly fit into the category of radical black diasporic journalism often associated with this era. 7 Indeed, the magazine contained a range of voices and opinions -radical, liberal and conservative -that speak to the diverse ways in which black
Americans compared and contrasted racism in the U.S. to the experiences of people of African descent globally.
Publishing commentaries on race from across the political spectrum, the Digest illuminates the tensions and disagreements that characterized African American responses to the Second World War, as well as how black writers and readers engaged with the colored world beyond the borders of the United States. The magazine shows how African Americans successfully placed racial politics at the center of the war effort and, in the process, internationalized the struggle against Jim Crow. However, when examined in its entirety, the publication also calls attention to the patriotic pressures that shaped black print culture in the 1940s. As the U.S. expanded its influence around the world, the Digest's embrace of the nation often led to clear distinctions being drawn between African Americans and oppressed people of color around the world. 6 For information on the rise of the black international press, see: Penny M. Von Eschen, Race against Empire: Black Americans and Anticolonialism, 1937 -1957 (Ithaca, NY: Cornell University Press, 1997 9 Ibid., 120. While the Digest evolved over time in terms of design the magazine's reprinting of articles alongside specially commissioned pieces essentially remained the same throughout its print run. On the consistency of the Digest's editorial policy see : John H. Johnson, "From the Editor," Negro Digest. Jul, 1943, Back Cover; "Editor's Note," Negro Digest. Nov, 1947, Inside Front Cover; "Editor's Notebook," Negro Digest, Mar, 1948, Inside Front Cover; "Editor's Notebook" Negro Digest Vol. 7. No. 7. (May, 1949) , Inside front Cover. 10 The editorship of the Negro Digest is disputed. In his autobiography, Nitty Gritty: A White Editor in Black Journalism (Jackson, MS: University Press of Mississippi, 1996) , Burns claimed he was the defacto editor of the publication. Johnson's autobiography, Succeeding Against the Odds, paints a very different picture where Burns effectively appears as an editorial assistant. Both men clearly played a key role in the development of the publication and it is safe to assume that the production of the Digest was a collaborative effort. As the historian Adam Green has commented, "…it seems most appropriate to argue the magazine was, in essence, edited jointly." Adam Green, Selling the Race: Culture, Community, and Black Chicago, 1940 -1955 (Chicago, IL: University of Chicago Press, 2007 , 138/ 11 Ben Burns alludes to Johnson's skill at keeping production down costs, noting that the Digest paid between $10-25 to reprint articles and never more than $25 for original pieces. Burns, Nitty Gritty, 33, 37. The broad coverage of the Digest was immediately popular with the black reading public and within eight months the publication was selling 50,000 copies.
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While circulation figures fluctuated over the course of its print run, by 1945 sales regularly topped 200,000 -a figure that constituted twenty percent of all black magazine sales at time. 13 The broad scope and encyclopedic nature of the magazine was key to its appeal. As one reader from Washington D.C. wrote to the editors, "I honestly think In that year, we couldn't try on hats in department stores in Baltimore, and we couldn't try on shoes and dresses in Atlanta. We couldn't live in hotels in downtown Chicago then, and the only public place a Black could get a meal in the downtown section of the nation's capital was the railroad station. It was in this World that the 'Negro Digest' was conceived. It was a world where the primary need, almost as demanding as oxygen, was recognition and respect.
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This statement speaks to two key features of the Digest. First, the publication provided a space where African Americans could keep up to date with the latest developments in the struggle against Jim Crow while considering their relationship with the American nation. It was explicitly designed to promote black pride and to help prepare the intellectual groundwork for the push for racial integration within the nation. Second, this comment also reveals how the Digest was aimed at the expanding African American middle class. Johnson defines black freedom as the ability to consume, to eat and shop in spaces reserved for whites. In part, this first foray into publishing reflected these aspirational and consumerist sensibilities, featuring articles that covered the lives of black celebrities, the latest musical crazes, and promoted black tourism and travel.
Johnson's drive to make money and his belief in the democratic potential of the United (1931) (1932) (1933) (1934) (1935) (1936) (1937) . 54 David R. Jansson has argued that, "the extent to which positive representations of the South, through the way they subtly remind the reader about the South's historical burdens, serve the construction of a positive American national identity as effectively as overtly negative renderings of the South." See, "American National Identity and the Progress of the New South in 'National Geographic Magazine,'" Geographical Review 93, no. 3 (2003) What has actually happened within the last few years is not only that the Negro problem has become national in scope rather having been mainly a southern worry. It has also acquired tremendous international implications, and this is another decisive reason why the white North is prevented from compromising with the white South regarding the Negro.
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The implication here was that the backward nature of southern politics was infecting the nation and damaging America's reputation in the World. The outstripping and supplanting of outworn Negro leaders, the effects of the growing class consciousness on the race problem, the tremendous pressure of world forces generating the global war, the war itself for the equality of peoples -all these taken together are a stupendous challenge to the South. It is a challenge to her customs, her isolation, to her oft-repeated belief that the South is a different world and that the South can handle her own problems alone.
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The War, it was argued, presented a seismic challenge to the 'Southern Way of Life'.
Claims that southern traditions and customs should be protected from the whims of the African American commentators used the war to pressure the U.S.
government on the issue of race oppression, hoping that this would provide the impetus for state action that would remake the nation in progressive ways. The need to defeat Nazism and the goal of achieving racial equality were intimately interlinked. 79 The call for integration and the extension of democratic rights to black America was positioned as a patriotic demand -an opportunity to prove the universalism of American democracy that was central part of the broader war effort.
Race Around the World
The Digest further internationalized the struggle against Jim Crow by printing articles that explored racial politics beyond the borders of the United States. Each issue contained pieces that examined the color line as it was drawn throughout the global 79 As Johnson declared in an editorial note in 1943 that reaffirmed the political message of the Negro Digest: "essentially we stand where we started out: 'Unqualifiedly for the winning of the war and the integration of all citizens into the democratic process." John H. Johnson, "From The Editor," Negro Digest, Jul, 1943, Back Cover. South, discussing race relations in the Caribbean, Latin America, Africa, South Asia, East Asia and the Pacific.
The Italian invasion of Ethiopia in 1935 greatly expanded the global vision of the African American press, prompting a range of black journalists to examine the ties that existed between colonial rule and white supremacist power in the United States. 80 However, while historians have documented the vital anticolonial agenda advanced by black newspapers during the Second World War, the international outlook of the Negro Digest has often been overlooked. 81 The very format of the magazine encouraged African Americans to think about white supremacy beyond the borders of the United
States. Articles entitled 'Uncle Sam's Black Caribbean' and 'War Report from Dixie'
were printed next to one another, while coverage of Josephine Baker's performance for the allied troops in North Africa was placed alongside an article on 'Dixie Justice' that outlined lynching and race discrimination in the southern courts. 82 Indeed, the issue of the Digest that featured the roundtable: 'Is the Negro Problem Primarily a Southern Problem?', contained articles that covered the war in the Pacific; claimed that Jim Crow would have to be defeated if America was to win support in East Asia; explored the history of African Americans in Liberia; traced the heroic contribution of the "Negro patriot" Jose Morales to the Mexican Revolution; and featured a piece by the white novelist and historian Henrietta Buckmaster in which she declared: "it is impossible to ignore the fact that the world's majority -that is, the colored people -will have an important place at the peace table. Filipinos, Chinese, Burmese, Indians, Malayans, Asiatic Russians, Egyptians, Arabs, and Africans are as much a part of this global war, in suffering and participations, as the white allies." 83 The Digest reflected the international politics of the day and encouraged its readers to see race in global terms.
As many of these articles make clear, the fight against fascism overseas had the potential to re-energize the struggle for race equality in the United States.
A particularly striking example of this appeared in the January 1943 Digest, where the heroic war exploits of France's first black governor Felix Eboue shared a page with that month's edition of 'Dixie Drivel'. 84 The figure of Eboue, who is described in the essay as, "a prophetic example of the constructive potentialities of the welding of two diverse cultures when they meet on equal and favorable terms", was brought into direct conversation with the white supremacist pronouncements of such luminaries as Theodore Bilbo of Mississippi and Frank Dixon of Alabama. 85 The messages contained within the two articles may well have been jarring for the Digest's African American readership, who were effectively given the opportunity to contrast the institutionalized white supremacy of the American South with Eboue's efforts to prevent the spread of fascism in Africa. 86 While this could well have been an editorial coincidence, the ordering of articles within the magazine effectively encouraged the reader to think about the domestic struggle against within a broader global context. southern race prejudice was contrasted with interracial efforts to secure freedom and democracy for all. Reports on figures like Eboue, combined with coverage of black servicemen fighting in every corner of the world, undermined the white supremacist claims of the Dixiecrats.
In a move that further underlined the archaic nature of Jim Crow, the Digest also Stating that, "We are beginning to give more serious attention to Brazil where despite its absolutely and relatively large Negro or colored population there is no problem in the American sense", Frazier suggested that the U.S. should consider its own race relations and how they compared internationally. 91 Adopting a global analysis of race oppression, he expressed hope that:
Our provincialism in regard to race relations may be broken down as we are forced to meet with the colored peoples of Asia and become more closely tied to Latin-America…While we may provide Brazil with technical skill and capital, Brazil has something teach us in regard to race relations. The average African is devoted to the course of elevating the African culture to the level of the current standards of life…He is definitely opposed to the misleading terms such as the Dark Continent and the Jungles being used as synonyms for Africa and the snake-drawing as symbols of the African life.
Kiano denounced 'African Way' as unrepresentative, noting that a "Day of Awakening has dawned" throughout Africa and arguing that it was unfair "to judge the vast continent by the actions of a few devotees of out-of-date customs and traditions." from 'savage' and uncivilized lands. In advancing this view of the world, the publication provides a telling reminder of how the promise of U.S. nationality could often stifle the politics of the diaspora, dragging African Americans rightwards to the extent to which they participated in the dominant cultural practice of defaming Africans. Cartoonish depictions of 'native' life implied that there was a need for the U.S. to assume global dominance in order to modernize, develop and uplift supposedly 'primitive peoples' in far off lands. In the end, it could be argued that the international outlook of the Negro Digest was often wedded to the exceptional status of American Freedom and an overriding belief that the U.S. could change the world for the better.
Conclusion
The 1940s The belief that the struggle for racial justice and the wartime interests of the U.S.
government would coalesce certainly energized black protest in the United States.
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Indeed, Digest articles reflected this trend, printing work by black writers that embraced
American democracy in order to push for civil rights and integration, particularly in the South. However, these efforts to rework and expand the scope of American democracy influenced how black Americans engaged with racial politics overseas. The international focus of the Negro Digest therefore prompts us once again to think through the extent to which differences and disconnections might be just as important to consider when analyzing the relationship between African Americans, Africa and the colored world. This observation rings true in the pages of the Digest. It was a publication that was as much about disconnectivity as it is about connectivity when it comes to thinking about the relationship between black America and the wider world. Although articles in the Digest challenged white supremacy in the U.S. and traced the global contours of race, the magazine also gave the impression that African Americans were set apart from the rest of the colored world. The pressure to support American democracy and to identify as loyal Americans structured the international outlook of African Americans during the Second World War. The Digest encouraged its black readers to think globally, but to do so as patriotic Americans in the hope that this would re-awaken the nation's constitutional commitment to equality. 123 While this helped to internationalize the struggle against Jim Crow, it also emphasized the 'Americaness' of African Americans. 124 Ultimately, the specter of American nationality and narratives of racial progress running through the magazine worked to limit international solidarities that openly connected racial injustices in the United States to colonial exploitation abroad. 125 
